VI
Such was the rapid succession of events which took place at
this time.
Gandhiji realized during this period that the non-violence
which India had practised in her struggle for independence was
that of the weak. It was the non-violence of those who were
incapable of violence against the armed might of Britain. The
Congress adopted non-violence as a policy. This was a frank
confession that it took to non-violence, not out of any intrinsic
faith in it as a principle of human conduct, but because unarmed
as we were, we, could not resort to violence with any hope of
success, much as we might otherwise have done. This, accord-
ing to Gandhiji, was no non-violence at all. True non-violence,
on the other hand, he believed, came from the heart, and there^
fore was abiding and permanent. It was a weapon of the strong.
It required great courage, as it meant readiness to give up one's
life in the cause of the right. It was rooted in true Religion,
or the faith that Truth, Goodness and Love were at the heart
of the universe. It accordingly demanded of its votary abso-
lute honesty, purity of heart and self-discipline. Nay, more, it
meant completely changing society, ethicizing it or instilling it,
with the highest morality. Consequently, though described
negatively as non-violence, it involved the most positive form of
action, the ceaseless activity of^ a crusader against every form
of oppression and injustice.
Gandhiji's contribution lies in his thus extending the prin-
ciple of non-violence from application merely to the narrow
sphere of the individual to the much larger sphere of society.
The individual, after all, never lives to himself; he is always a
member of society. So if he is to be non-violent genuinely, he
must transform his society. A non-violent individual cannot
tolerate inequality, exploitation or tyranny in his environment.
Hence Gandhijfs untiring insistence on truth and non-violence
not only in individual life, but also in politics, economics and
social relationships. His aim was not merely to reform the
individual; he wished to help in establishing a righteous society,
the Kingdom of God, where love and goodwill will prevail.
GandMji's teachings in this respect are not only for India
but for all the world. Everywhere today there is suspicion and
distrust, and preparation for armed conflict To such a world,